Az afrikai sertéspestis (ASF) egy virusos betegség,
amely hazisertéseket és vaddisznodkat érint. Ember-
re a virus artalmatlan, de szadmos orszagban jelentés
gazdaséagi zavarokat okozott. Jelenleg nincsen vak-
cina az ASF ellen, ezért a jarvany kitorése sziksé-
gessé teheti az érintett teriileteken nagyszadmaua hézi-
sertés levagasat.

A kampany célja, hogy mind a kilenc orszagban fel-
hivja a figyelmet az ASF-re. Azokat az embercsopor-
tokat és egyéneket célozza, akik érintkezésbe keril-
nek a hazisertésekkel és vaddisznékkal, példaul a
sertéstenyésztéket és a vadaszokat. Az EFSA fel fog-
ja venni a kapcsolatot az allatorvosi szervezetekkel,
vadaszati egyesiletekkel, gazdalkodoéi csoportokkal,
vamhivatalnokokkal, hatarérséggel, ©6nkormanyza-
tokkal, turisztikai szolgaltatokkal és utazokkal is.

Mivel az ASF javanyoknak ilyen pusztité hatasuk le-
het, a betegség megfékezéséhez elengedhetetlen a
felderités, a megel6zés és a jelentés. Ezek a kam-
pany kulcsszavai.

Génmadositott névények allergén hata-
sanak értékelése: az érintettek tamogat-
jak a munkacsoportot

Az EFSA az érdekeltekkel olyan konzultaciés cso-
portot hoz létre, amely tamogatja kézelg6 mun-
kajat a génmaodositott (GM) novények allergén
hatasa értékelésével kapcsolatban. A csoporttal
a folyamat kilénb6z6 szakaszaiban konzultalnak,
és az hozzajarul a tevékenységért felel6s EFSA
tudoméanyos csoport munkajahoz.

Tagsagi jeldléseket az érintetti csoportba az EFSA re-
gisztralt érintetti szervezeteitdl fogadnak el, valamint
olyan nem regisztralt szervezetekt6l, amelyek érde-
keltek az allergén hatas értékelése teriiletén. Tovabbi
informacid itt talalhato.

Az EFSA a GM ndvények allergén hatdsaval és fehér-
jebiztonsagaval kapcsolatos, visszatéré kérdésekkel
fog foglalkozni. Kulénos figyelmet forditanak majd a
jelenlegi in vitro fehérje emészthetdségi teszt hasz-
nossagara, amely egy, a fehérjék biztonsagi értékelé-
se soran alkalmazott pepszin rezisztencia teszt.

Az EFSA foglalkozni fog az allergén hatas értékelé-
Iésével és az (j fehérjék biztonsdgossaganak felmé-
résével kapcsolatos hianyossagokkal is, kiemelve
azokat a kulcsfontossagu szempontokat, amelyek
tovabbi munkat/megbeszélést igényelnek, valamint
megfogalmazza a témaval kapcsolatos kulénleges
kutatasi igényeket.

A konzultaciés csoportba a tagallamok szakért6it is
bevonjak. A csoportot meghivjak az Allergén Hatas
Munkacsoport online Uléseire (a jelenlegi egészség-

Ugyi helyzet miatt) és egy workshopra, amelyet a ter-
vek szerint 2021 tavaszan tartanak.

Az EFSA Génmodositott Szervezetekkel Foglalkozé
Testlleté az Allergén Hatds Munkacsoport elé két
teljesitend® célt fog kitlizni: egy nyilatkozat elkészi-
tését az in vitro fehérjeemésztés hasznossagarél a
kockéazatértékelésben, és egy tudomanyos vélemény
megfogalmazasat, amely ajanlasokat tartalmaz a jo-
v6beni fejlesztésekre, beleértve a kutatasi igényeket
az allergén hatas értékelése és altalaban afehérjebiz-
tonsag teruletén.

Az EFSA véarhatéan ez év végéig nydjtja be a nyilat-
kozatot, és 2021 nyaraig atudomanyos véleményt az
ajanlasokkal.

Peszticidek és méhek: a mortalitasi ra-
tdkra vonatkoz6 bizonyitékok attekintése

Az EFSA befejezte a méh mortalitdssal kapcsola-
tos rendelkezésre all6 tudomanyos bizonyitékok
atfogo6 elemzését a peszticidek méhekre gyako-
rolt kockazatdnak felmérésére vonatkoz6 dtmu-
taté folyamatban 1évé felilvizsgalatanak része-
ként.

A ma kozzétett jelentés a mortalitasi ratakrol szolé
valaha késziilt legnagyobb szisztematikus bizonyi-
tékgyljteményen alapul, és harom méhcsoportra
vonatkozik (haziméhek, poszméhek és maganyos
méhek). Megbizhatd szamadatok megallapitdsa a
méhek mortalitasi ratairdl az iranymutatas felllvizs-
galatanak kulcsfontossagu eleme.

A jelentés célja a meglévé ismeretek meger@sitése
az eddiginél szisztematikusabb megkozelités alkal-
mazasaval, és az elemzés hatdékorének kiszélesitése
a gy(ijtoget6 méhek haldlozasi ratain tal. A f6 infor-
macioforrasok a szisztematikus szakirodalmi attekin-
tés és az EU szamos orszagabol szarmaz6 méhészek
felmérése voltak.

Food Safety News:

Experts affirm that coronavirus is
‘highly unlikely’ to be food risk

It is highly unlikely that SARS-CoV-2 is a food
safety risk, according to an international group
of scientists.

The International Commission for Microbiological
Specifications of Foods (ICMSF) is a non-
governmental organization and an observer to
Codex Alimentarius. The chair is Martin Cole and
members include Darrell W. Donahue and Lucia
Anelich, as well as consultants Robert Buchanan
and Jeffrey M. Farber.
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The opinion covers the coronavirus, also known
as SARS-CoV-2, which causes an illness called
COVID-19. ICMSF shared technical and scientific
insights it considered relevant for professionals in
and along the food supply chain and governments
overseeing food safety.

The ICMSF members believe it is highly unlikely
that ingestion of SARS-CoV-2 will result in illness
because there is no documented evidence that
food is a significant source and/or vehicle for
transmission. It is vital that one differentiates
a hazard from a risk, i.e., the presence of an
infectious agent on food does not necessarily
mean an infection will occur, said experts.

In April, the World Health Organization and Food
and Agriculture Organization published COVID-19
food safety guidance for businesses and another
document with advice for food authorities.

Sampling and testing for virus not best
use of resources

ICMSF experts said SARS-CoV-2 should not be
considered a food safety hazard since such a
hazard enters the human body with food via the
gastrointestinal tract, where it can infect organs
and tissues elsewhere in the body. Scientists
gave an example of the hepatitis A virus, which
enters the bloodstream and causes foodborne
disease, ultimately establishing infection in the
liver.

ICMSF does not advise testing of food end
products or food environmental areas for the
SARS-CoV-2 virus for food safety assurance. As
SARS-CoV-2 does not pose a food safety risk,
systematic sampling and testing for the virus is
of no added value for these purposes. Because
of uncertainties and inconsistencies around
expected analytical results (RNA detection only),
sampling plans and subsequent corrective actions
do not represent the best use of food processing
facility resources.

Despite the billions of meals consumed and
food packages handled since the beginning of
the COVID-19 pandemic, there has not been
any evidence that food, food packaging or food
handling is a source or important transmission
route for the virus.

The opinion notes there are afew reports of SARS-
CoV-2 virus being found on food ingredients,
products and packaging materials and the virus
cannot multiply in foods.

“In many instances such reports are not specific
as to how the virus was identified, what amount
was found and whether the virus was viable and
infectious. As methods used for identification of
the virus are primarily gene-based, what most of
these reports show is the presence of RNA of the
virus. They show a hazard to human health may
be present. They do not show there actually is a
hazard present such as a viable virus or that it is
a risk to human health via ingestion or handling of
the food. Viruses present on food or packaging will
lose viability over time.”

EFSA News

EFSA launches ‘Stop African swine fe-
ver’ campaign in south-east Europe

EFSA has begun a major campaign to raise
awareness and help halt the spread of African
swine fever in south-east Europe.

The campaign is aimed at countries that in 2019
EFSA identified as collectively comprising a
“region of concern” because of their proximity
to countries where ASF is present. These are
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece,
Kosovo[1l], Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia
and Slovenia.

Our campaign will complement the ongoing
efforts of the European Commission and other
international organisations to work towards the
eradication of the disease in Europe.

African swine fever (ASF) is a viral disease that
affects domestic pigs and wild boar. The virus is
harmless to humans but has caused significant
economic disruption in many countries. There
are currently no vaccines for ASF, so an outbreak
can necessitate the slaughter of large numbers of
farm-kept pigs in affected areas.

The campaign aims to raise awareness and
understanding of ASF in all nine countries. It is
aimed at groups of people and individuals who
come into contact with domestic pigs and wild
boar, such as pig farmers and hunters. EFSA
will also engage with veterinary organisations,
hunting associations, farmers’ groups, customs
officers, border police, local governments, tourist
operators, and travellers.

Because an ASF outbreak can have such devastating
effects, detection, prevention and reporting are
essential if this disease is to be contained. These
are the key words of our campaign.
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Allergenicity assessment of GM plants:
stakeholders to support working group

EFSA is setting up a stakeholder consultative
group to support its upcoming work on the
allergenicityassessment ofgenetically modified
(GM) plants. The group will be consulted at
various stages during the process and will
provide input to the EFSA scientific working
group in charge of the activity.

Nominations for membership of the stakeholder
group will be accepted from registered EFSA
stakeholder organisations as well as non-registered
bodies with an interest in the area of allergenicity
assessment. More information here.

EFSA will address recurring questions related to
the allergenicity assessment and protein safety
of GM plants. Specific attention will be paid
to the usefulness of the current in vitro protein
digestibility test, a pepsin resistance test in the
safety assessment of proteins.

EFSA will also address the main gaps in the
allergenicity assessment and the protein safety
assessment of novel proteins, highlighting key
aspects that need additional work/discussion and
formulating specific research needs on the topic.

Experts from Member States will be also involved
in the consultation group. The group will be invited
to online (owing to the current sanitary situation)
meetings of the Allergenicity Working Group and
to a workshop that is scheduled to take place in
spring 2021.

EFSA’s Panel on Genetically Modified Organisms
will taskthe Allergenicity Working Group to produce
two deliverables: a Statement on the usefulness of
in vitro protein digestion in risk assessment; and a
scientific opinion providing recommendations for
future developments, including research needs, in
the field of allergenicity assessment, and protein
safety in general.

EFSA is expected to deliver the statement by
the end of this year and the scientific opinion on
recommendations by summer 2021.

Pesticides and bees: evidence on mor-
tality rates reviewed

EFSA has completed a comprehensive analysis
of the available scientific evidence on bee
mortality, as part of its ongoing review of the
guidance for assessing risks to bees from
pesticides.

The report published today is based on the largest
systematic collection of evidence on mortality rates
ever carried out, and covers the three bee groups
- honey bees, bumble bees and solitary bees.
Establishing reliable figures on bee mortality rates
is a crucial component of the guidance review.

The report aims to strengthen existing knowledge
by adopting a more systematic approach than
used previously, and widening the scope of the
analysis beyond mortality of forager bees. The
main sources of information were a systematic
literature review and a survey of beekeepers from
several ELI countries.
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